Disability and Democracy
International Day of Persons
with Disabllity
San Marino
December 3, 2014




ENIL
European Network on
Independent Living

www.enlil.eu

Jamie Bolling
Executive Director




Three passports

Schweizer Pass:
Passeport suisse
Passaporto svizzer:
Passaport svizze
Swiss passpo

F2802325

|

i

;\l

|
¥ F 2 9 0 2 3




2 daughters




Passionate Drive




My speech 3 parts

 What is ENIL?
« Whatis IL?
* Disability and Democracy



What is ENIL?

» European wide network of disabled people
» Forum for independent living

» Cross-disabllity organization

» Strasbourg 1989 - 80 persons 20 countries
» Freedom Drive

» Lobby EU and National level
» ENIL Youth

»ECCL




25 years later

- Members In 25 countries;

- Members from Finland to Spain, Bulgaria
to Iceland,;

- Freedom Drive every other year;
- General Assembly every other year




Institutions = worst solution!
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IL Issues and campaigns

Ratification+ Implementing of UN CRPD
Independent Living - Article 19

Free our people now! Close Iinstitutions!
Right to community-based services + PA
Freedom of movement
Participation of PWD

Stop the cuts! It Is about us!

EU IL DAY! May 5th! Celebrate!




Residents of an institution




ENIL Demands to EU Parliament
President




What is Independent Living?

A philosophy
A movement
Basis for Political Action




Adolf Ratzka: Definition of Independent Living

Just to be ordinary people!

Independent Living = same range of options
and same degree of self-determination taken
for granted by non-disabled.



Independent Living

Inclusion




Democracy

* Form of government with the

— Rig
— Rig
— Rig

Disa
Disa
Disa

eC
el

el

pDe0
DE0
DE0

Nt to vote
Nt to participation
Nt to organisation

ple have t
nle have
nle have

ne rig
ne rig

ne rig

Nt to vote!
Nt to participate!

Nt to be organized!



Disabled people’s reality in our
Democracies:

Institutions — building and renovation
Lack of community services

Lack of accessible housing

Lack of personal assistance

Lack of involvement of PWD

Attitudes — PWD seen as burden, no
potential



Democracy and IL movement

* Historically - disabled people oppressed,
‘commodities' of the care industry

— In Institutions

— In family homes
* Decisions made for us

 Service providers preference over our right of
choice, control and participation

* |[n group homes with no voice



Strasbourg to Brussels
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ACCESS'B'L'TY — John Callahan

omise I will personally
essible bathroom!!!”

«As manager of the hotel I pr
find you a room with an acc



Free with a life!




New policy to
promote independent
living
Needed change to progress

— de-institutionalization

— community living
— personal assistance



Challenges and Hopes

» Financial Crisis

» Lack of
Empowerment

» Need of PA and
support

» Research with IL
Involvement

> Wider IL movement

» Proud, Strong and
Visible =
EMPOWERMENT

» Representation -
Disabled people in all
sectors at all levels =
Nothing about us
without us!



| have a Dream!
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Brussels, September 30", 2015!




Thank you for listening!

www.enil.eu
Jamie.bolling@enil.eu

With support from the
European Commission
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